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WINCHESTER GIRL SCOUT AKSHITHA RAMACHANDRAN EARNS  

ALCOA CHUCK MCLANE SCHOLARSHIP 
 

Girl Scouts Gold Award for Breakground Program was Key Factor 
in Selection for Scholarship  

 
 
Boston, MA — Today Girl Scouts of Eastern Massachusetts is pleased to announce that Akshitha 
Ramachandran has been awarded the Alcoa Chuck McLane Scholarship for her STEM-related Girl Scout 
Gold Award project. This is a particularly timely honor as Girl Scouts of the USA celebrates the centennial 
year of the highest award in Girl Scouts, now known as the Gold Award.  
 
Gold Award projects demonstrate extraordinary leadership, show measurable impact and sustainability, 
and address a local, national, and/or global issue. Akshitha Ramachandran earned these prestigious 
honors—the Gold Award and the scholarship—for her Gold Award project, Breakground, which focused 
on increasing representation of women in STEM fields, addressing this issue from the bottom up by 
targeting girls at the elementary school level. The results of this program far exceeded Akshitha’s 
expectations. The non-competitive and self-exploratory nature of the program lent itself to a very healthy 
learning environment, and as a result, Breakground impacted the girls by drastically altering their 
perception of STEM fields. They were visibly excited and eager to learn. Through her STEM-related 
project, Akshitha is igniting meaningful change in her community.  
 
Akshitha expanded the scope of her Breakground project beyond her community. She found a small 
school in India, whose guiding principle ─ education is the best tool to climb out of lower socio-economic 
conditions ─ she strongly concurred with. She spent time with the students (adapting her curriculum to 
cater to Tamil-speaking children) and fundraised for the school, stipulating that the monies can only be 
used for technology-related purchases. She also took Breakground town-wide in Winchester, partnering 
with the town's recreation department. Expanding her curriculum, she held multiple sessions over a six-
week period through the months of February and March. Akshitha will attend Harvard University in the fall 
to further her STEM-related pursuits.  
 
“I value education greatly. This is something I have emphasized through my Gold Award and the various 
initiatives I have undertaken to expand Breakground,” Akshitha said. “The Alcoa Chuck McLane 
Scholarship allows me to pursue a STEM-related education, thereby enabling me to further my passions 
and, more importantly, share this newfound knowledge with the rest of the world.”  
 
In collaboration with Alcoa Foundation, Girl Scouts of the USA (GSUSA) has provided six Girl Scouts 
since 2013 with the Alcoa Chuck McLane Scholarship, which is available to Gold Award recipients who 
complete Gold Award projects related to science, technology, engineering, or math (STEM). The 
scholarship honors the 40-year career of Chuck McLane, a retired executive vice president and chief 
financial officer of Alcoa and Reynolds Metals Company who is a GSUSA board member and who 
championed this program in support of young women pursuing a STEM education. Sharing McLane’s 
commitment, Alcoa and Alcoa Foundation promise to inspire girls, women, and other underrepresented 
groups on the path to STEM-related careers by providing $10,000 scholarships to two girls a year from 
2013 through 2017. In addition to the financial support, Alcoa employees mentored the 2013, 2014, and 

http://www.alcoa.com/global/en/community/foundation/info_page/home.asp


2015 scholarship recipients during their freshman years of college to ensure a successful college career. 
During this multiyear scholarship, Akshitha will be awarded $5,000 in her 2016 fall semester and another 
$5,000 in her junior year at an accredited college if she maintains a 3.0 grade point average and plans to 
continue her education in a STEM or a related subject. 
 
“As a member of GSUSA’s National Board of Directors, I know it is imperative to invest in our future 
leaders—Girl Scouts,” said McLane. “Through the scholarship program, the Foundation is building the 
pipeline for future female STEM leaders by investing in Girl Scouts’ education and providing mentorships 
that will positively impact them as they pursue careers in STEM-related fields. I am so proud of all that the 
Girl Scout Gold Award recipients have accomplished, and I cannot wait to see how they will continue to 
impact the world.”  
 
“What our girls like Akshitha achieve through earning the Gold Award is transformative for their 
communities and for themselves,” says Patricia Parcellin, Chief Executive Officer of Girl Scouts of 
Eastern Massachusetts. “Gold Award recipients come to see themselves as leaders who can do anything, 
a perspective that is very valuable as they go on to college and the workforce.” 
 
She added, “Gold Awardees often say they would not have had access to these same experiences if it 
were not for Girl Scouts. That is the power of our program and why our mission still matters 104 years 
since our founding.”  
 
We're Girl Scouts of Eastern Massachusetts ― 50,000 strong, with 35,000 girls and 15,000 volunteers 
in 178 communities in eastern Massachusetts. We’re here to build girls of courage, confidence, and 
character, who make the world a better place. For more information, please visit hergirlscouts.org. 

 
About Alcoa Foundation 
Alcoa Foundation is one of the largest corporate foundations in the U.S., with assets of approximately 
$480 million. Founded 64 years ago, Alcoa Foundation has invested more than $635 million in 
communities worldwide. In 2015, Alcoa Foundation contributed more than $22 million to nonprofit 
organizations throughout the world, building innovative partnerships to improve the environment and 
educate tomorrow's leaders for careers in manufacturing and engineering. The work of Alcoa Foundation 
is further enhanced by Alcoa's thousands of employee volunteers who share their talents and time to 
make a difference in the communities where Alcoa operates. Through the Company's signature Month of 
Service program, in 2015, 47 percent of Alcoa employees took part in 1,000 events across 24 countries, 
benefiting more than 300,000 people and 400 nonprofit organizations. For more information, visit 
alcoafoundation.com and follow @AlcoaFoundation on Twitter. 
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