
 

illustrator visits Waltham  
Girl Scouts camp 

 

April 25, 2017 

By Ignacio Laguarda  

LeUyen Pham was never a Girl Scout and never went to camp as a child, but spending a few 
hours at Camp Cedar Hill in Waltham made her wish she had. 

“Do you have an adult version of Girl Scouts?” she asked, in jest. 

The Vietnamese illustrator, who resides in California, was at the camp last week to talk to the 
girl scouts about her work, and offer some illustration tips. Pham has illustrated over 90 
books, including “Vampirina Ballerina,” and “Freckleface Strawberry,” authored by actress 
Julianne Moore. 

 “I have a lot of fun with my job,” she said. “It’s 
something I get paid to do that I would do for free.” 

Her appearance was one of many events the campers 
got to experience during April Vacation Week. 

Pham was showing off her work on the series of 
books titled “The Princess in Black.” The scouts then 
got to design their own crowns and capes to 
complete their princess makeover. 
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The vacation week at the camp, one of many camps run and operated by the Girl Scouts of 
Eastern Massachusetts, was filled with outdoor activities, meet and greats with book 
illustrators, field trips and more. 

The camp held two events in partnership with Candlewick Press, an independent publisher in 
Somerville. Pham’s appearance was one of those 
events. The other was a field trip inspired by the 
book “Judy Moody Declares Independence”  

“We are happy to be partnering with an 
organization that wants to put books with strong 
leading ladies into the hands of young girls, and we 
hope that these books and camps will help further 
the girls’ growth into resilient, confident women,” 
said Ally Russell, consumer outreach specialist at 
Candlewick Press. 

Kerrie Constant, director of programs at the camp, said an average of 200 girls were at the 
camp each day for April vacation. 

Roughly 1,700 girls come through the camp throughout the entire summer, she said. 

Jan Goldstein, chief marketing officer for Girl Scouts of Eastern Massachusetts, said the camp 
offers girls a special environment. 

“Girls develop confidence when they can take healthy risks in a safe environment,” she said, 
referring to research findings. “So that is really at the core of everything we do at camp ... 
every time she succeeds, she builds confidence, and she’s cheered on by her friends, which 
you don’t get when you’re at home.” 

Summer camp coming soon 

The camp, located at 241 Forest St., Waltham, offers a host of events for summer camp. For a 
full listing, visit hercamp.org. 

The next open house at the camp is Sunday, May 7, from 1 to 3 p.m. 

Jen Coombs, known to the girls by her camp name, “Paddle,” is the camp director at Camp 
Cedar Hill. She has been the director for 11 years. 

She said one of her focuses this summer is bringing basic camp skills – building a fire, cooking 
over the fire, and using a jackknife safely – back to Girl Scouts. Such skills are traditionally 
associated with Boy Scouts, but Coombs wants to change that perception. 

“We’re trying to show Girl Scouts can do it too,” she said. 


