
 

Framingham: Girl Scouts defy stereotypes to 

explore STEM careers 

 
Kim Falcao, 16, of Holliston and Ellie Newman, 16, of Framingham get a closer look at a lobster during a 

class on Climate Change in New England Coastal Habitats, as part of the 3rd annual STEM Conference 

and Expo, hosted by Girl Scouts of Eastern Mass, on Sunday morning.  
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FRAMINGHAM - Tired of hearing that math and science are “boys' subjects,” 150 local Girl 

Scouts set out to defy the stereotype at the third annual STEM Conference and Expo on Sunday. 

“I always liked building things. When I was little, I was always playing with Legos,” said Kasia 

Perks, 11, of Easton. 

Perks aspires to be an aerospace engineer. She was participating in a workshop on stop-motion 

animation on Sunday using Legos and a web program that streams images. 

The conference, held at the Sheraton in Framingham, had a packed schedule, starting with a 

keynote address from surgeon and children’s book author Dr. Oneeka Williams. The talk was 
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followed by a series of workshops in which girls were broken up by interest - from biology to 

computer science - to complete a range of projects. 

Katie Leaver, 11, of Framingham was working with circuits to make greeting cards made of 

LED lights. 

“I liked how we had the option to make whatever we wanted,” said Leaver, a sixth grader at 

Walsh Middle School. “It’s much better than being told what to do.” 

In the afternoon, the Girl Scouts attended a women’s panel, which consisted of three women 

working in the STEM field including: Miss Massachusetts Lauren Kuhn, 23, who is also 

studying dental medicine at Harvard University; Jie Qi, a PhD candidate at the MIT Media Lab 

and a research fellow at the National Science Foundation; and Stacy McGlory, 22, a drag racer 

and senior in the Tufts Mechanical Engineering program. 

The panel was moderated by Amaryllis Lopez, 16, a junior at the Math Science Technology 

Academy at Lawrence High School. Lopez attended the STEM expo for the first time last year. 

She’s interested in biology and participated in a workshop this year that Lopez described as “real 

life CSI,” that used basic biology concepts to examine forensics. 

“I’m dipping my toes into the STEM field,” said Lopez, adding that she was able to recruit girls 

from her school to Sunday’s expo. 

The program also included a trade show in which dozens of exhibitors that the likes of 

Framingham State, Wentworth Institute of Technology, Boston Scientific and Akamai 

Technologies talked about career and education paths in math and science. 

For the first time this year, the expo was open to all girls, not just Girl Scout members, said 

Sacha Lu, who works in programming for Girl Scouts of Eastern Massachusetts. It was also the 

first year the expo had a women’s panel. 

Lu’s goal is to offer programs for adults at next year’s expo. 

“We want adults to engage girls and tell them, ‘this is going to be fun, you can do anything you 

want to do.’” 

 


